
A message from Parish Priest

Fr. Ani Xavier OFM Cap.

As we celebrated the 
solemnity of Pentecost 

last month, I pondered 
about our own parish and 
how brilliantly the Lord 
worked to expand His 
church, allowing for the 
proclamation of His Word 

and providing for the spiritual needs of His 
people in the Mussafah and the Industrial 
Zone Area.

On 12th June, we celebrate three years since 
the consecration of St Paul’s Catholic Church. 
The Lord has been faithful to His church, in 
remaining with us during these years, keeping 
us united in His love and working through 
us for the good of His church. Over these 
three years we have seen a gradual growth 
of the Living Body of Christ, so much so that 
we currently have 21 prayer group within 6 
communities, who help fellow brother and 
sisters spiritually, emotionally, physically and 
financially under the guidance of the priests 
of the parish. You, the piety congregation 
have also been instrumental in providing 
your continuous support in improving 
the architecture of this House of refuge, 
assisting in fulfilling the needs of the Catholic 
community in the area.   During these years, 
we also administered 93 Baptism, 185 Holy 
Communion and 137 Confirmation enabling 
the spiritual growth of our children, who we 
pray to become responsible members of the 
wider Catholic community and witnesses to 
Christ.

Looking back, I wish to thank God for 
the blessings he has given me though this 
wonderful parish and its parishioners. To our 
Beloved Bishop Paul Hinder, thank you for 
entrusting me as the first Parish Priest of St. 
Paul’s Catholic Church in Mussafah.

I pray that on the anniversary of the Church, 
we remember the significance of Pentecost 
in each of our lives and continue the work 
of the first disciples who were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. May the Holy Spirit be with each 
one of you to continue to spread the love of 
God through your life and actions within the 
community and His people.
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In our time, global sporting events like 
Olympics and World Cup are inaugurated 

with opening ceremonies and spectacular 
displays. Similarly, through the Holy Spirit, 
God inaugurated the church in a spectacular 
way. The spectacles of Pentecost included 
“a sound like the rush of a violent wind’, 
the fireworks of 
‘tongues of fire’ 
(Acts 2:2-3). The 
spectacular storm 
from Heaven did 
the trick - the 
several thousands 
of people who had 
gone to Jerusalem 
for the Jewish Feast 
were attracted to 
the location of the 
apostles of Christ.

The primary 
purpose for 
i n a u g u r a t i n g 
the church on 
Pentecost Day is the 
proclamation of the Good News of salvation 
and the winning of souls, unlike in todays’ 
sporting events, where nations gather to see 
who wins and lose in the event. Thus, when 
the crowd gathered, St Peter empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, powerfully proclaimed the 
Good News and 3000 souls were won on that 
very day (Acts 2:14-41), But that was only the 
beginning, for since then the Good News has 
been proclaimed for centuries and millions of 
souls have been won for Christ.

My dear ones, it is now our turn. We have 
also been given the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
proclaim the Good News, so that other souls 
could be won for Christ. We received the Holy 
Spirit at Baptism, and He strengthened us in a 
special way when we received the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, If one is not sure that they 

still has the Holy Spirit, St. Paul gives a 
simple test to perform. In Cor.12:3, he says: 
‘No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the 
Holy Spirit’. Beloved ones, do you believe 
that Jesus is Lord? If your answer is ‘yes’ you 
have passed this simple test. You still have the 
Holy Spirit.

Now, if we have 
the Holy Spirit 
we cannot remain 
in the Upper 
Room, like how 
the Apostles were 
behind closed 
doors for fear of 
persecution. Jesus 
appeared to them 
and liberated them 
by giving them 
the  Holy Spirit. 
So, many of us are 
still in the Upper 
Room behind close 
doors for the fear 
of persecutions and 

ridicules about worship of Mary etc. That 
means we are not courageous to proclaim the 
Good News to others. The gift of the Holy Spirit 
has not been given to us for mere safekeeping. 
We are to use His empowerment, as Peter and 
other apostles did, to step out of the comfort 
zone and tell other about Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour of mankind, for there is no other 
name one can use to be saved except the name 
of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12)

I pray today may the Mighty stormy sound 
of the Holy Spirit break down the doors of 
the upper room and move out to our family 
members, neighbours, friends and descend 
upon us like tongues of fire and loosen our 
tongues to proclaim the message of salvation.

- Bindu George

Solemnity of 
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-11 / 1 Cor.12:3-7,12-13 / John 20:10-23

And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and 
it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting.  
And divided tongues as of 
fire appeared to them and 
rested on each one of them.



June 13 : St. Antony of Padua (M)

June 24 : Nativity of St. John the Baptist (S)

June 27 : Our Lady of Perpetual Help

June 29 : SS. Peter & Paul (S)

June 1-3 : Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (S)

June 8 : Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (S)

June 12 : Silver Jubilee of Priestly Ordination of Fr. Paul Koenig

June 12 : 3rd anniversary of Consecration of St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church

Church Events

‘An argument arose among them as to which one of them was the greatest. But Jesus, aware of their inner thoughts, took a 
little child and put it by his side, and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me; for the least among all of you is the greatest.’ (Luke 9:46-48)

Sacred Heart of Jesus

Pope Francis says: ‘the family remains the 
basic unit of society and the first school 

in which children learn the human, spiritual 
and moral values which enable them to be a 
beacon of goodness, integrity and justice in 
our communities.’ 

Nowadays, we see families  are under attack 
by secular movements in this world. We, as 
Christian Family should be more alert, speak 

of the truth and become zealous to do what 
God is calling us for. Human power cannot 
do this without introducing Jesus to be the 
center of all the family. Jesus is the truth, the 
way and the life.

Devotion to His Sacred Heart promises  reign 
over the homes of the rich and poor. He 
solemnly gives Himself as King and friend, 
blesses and sanctifies those families where 
His Heart will be enthroned, honored and 
loved. Through the various promises of His 
Sacred Heart, we may safely say that this is 
the means Our Lord has selected to restore 
his sovereign rights over the family, and 
through the family over society itself. 

After the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
our home few months ago, our home is now 
under the ‘new’ management headed by 
Jesus. Restoring Christ in our family and our 
family to Christ. I believe this is the answer 
to my constant question: “How can I save my 
family?”. Because of the enthronement, my 
family is putting our Lord and his interest 
first. In return, the Sacred Heart takes care of 
the family in its best interest. 

I am a mother of two kids, a daughter to my 
parents, a wife, a worker and a servant in the 

Catholic for Family and Life ministry here in 
Abu Dhabi. Life is not easy and perfect but 
God has allowed it so that I will continue to 
cling on his divine love and grace. All the 
challenges in my life turn to blessings and 
continues to prune and blossom me and live 
as a follower of Christ.  Being a mother is a 
call for me to become selfless and to guide my 
children to their God given destiny (Ephesians 
6:4); being a wife is a call for me to become 
obedient and submissive (Ephesians 5:22-
28); being a working mom has taught me to 
be  patient and understanding (Ephesians 
4:2); being a servant sister of seven years for 
the Catholic for Family and Life Ministry is  
God’s gift to go outside my comfort zone and 
be a witness of Christ. 

God knows each of us from all eternity 
(Jeremiah 1:5). We are called to imitate 
Christ as he is the best representation of 
God’s love for us. This should start within the 
family. Now, in this crucial third millennium, 
as we race to the end of time, as we face the 
final conflict, God appoints each of us as one 
family to speak, live and act prophetically to 
all the nations with the help of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus that is so pure and divine. 

- Jenny A. Vidanes 



In the Year 1195, in the country of 
Portugal, was born our saint. His Father 

was a captain in the royal army of Lisbon. 
In his early youth, he understood his 
call to priesthood and initially joined the 
congregation of St. Augustine and lived a 
life of piety devoting himself to the Lord in 
a monastery.

One day, he happened to meet Friars of St. 
Francis. He was struck by their evangelical 
thirst and the simple life they had chosen. 
When he heard about the first martyrs 
of the Franciscan Order, it rekindled in 
St. Anthony, an intense desire to suffer 
martyrdom in a like manner. He longed to 
go to Morocco to preach and lay his life for 
Christ. He left the order of St. Augustine and 
joined the Franciscan order. He journeyed 
towards Africa for preaching the Gospel, 
But God had another plan. He was seized 
with illness and he had to board a boat back 
to Portugal.

He did lowliest duties of the kitchen serving 
as chaplain to the hermits in a convent near 
Forli in Italy. He practiced interior as well as 
exterior mortification.

But the hidden treasure was soon to be 
revealed. During a feast, the priest who 
was to preach had fallen sick. The local 
superior, to avert the embarrassment of the 
moment, quickly asked the friars present 
to volunteer. Each excused himself, saying 
that he was not prepared, until finally, St. 
Anthony was asked to give it. He too excused 
himself in a most humble manner, but his 
superior ordered him by virtue of the vow of 
obedience to give the sermon. St. Anthony 
began to speak in a very reserved manner; 
but soon the Spirt of the Lord worked in and 
everyone were amazed by the words spoken.

St .Francis commissioned him to teach and 
preach the Gospel. He always placed greater 
value in the salvation of souls than on 

learning or its eloquence.If he spent the day 
in teaching and heard the confession till late 
in the evening, then many hours of the night 
were spent in intimate union with God.

He preached the word of God with full 
strength to bring people back to Christ.He 
died on June 13 at the age of thirty six. His 
Tongue which proclaimed the salvation of 
Christ is still incorrupt and persevered at 
the basilica in Padua.

The feast of St. Antony reminds us to use 
our words and our voice for the glory of God.

- Vijayan S

A short Life for the Greater Glory of God 
- St. Antony of Padua
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Parish Office Timings
Morning 9 AM to 1.00 PM 
Evening  5 PM to 9.00 PM

Tuesday - Closed
Contact : +971 2 446 1114

Birthday Celebration of Fr. Abraham Thyparambil

Birthday Celebration of Fr. Eugine Matiolli

LOOKING FOR WRITERS! 
Please send your articles to 
voiceofstpauls@gmail.com, with your 
name and contact details.

QUIZ NO: 4
1. Name the three prisoners mentioned in 
the Bible
2. Who takes the body of Jesus off the cross?
3. Who is the first apostle to deny Jesus?

Please submit your answers with your name, 
age and contact details clearly mentioned at 
the parish office before 20 June 2018.

QUIZ - 3 WINNER!
Deron Lawrance - Age 9

ANSWERS
1. Benjamin
2. Peter and Andrew
3. Luke


